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Fully illustrated, easy to use, and completely up-to-date, Birds of the West Indies is the only field
guide that covers all of the bird species known to occur in the region--including migrants and
infrequently occurring forms. Each species is represented by a full description that includes
identification field marks, status and range, habitat, and voice. A map showing the bird's
distribution accompanies many species accounts, and plumages of all species are depicted in
ninety-three beautifully rendered color plates.Bird lovers, vacationing tourists, local residents,
and "armchair travelers" will all want to own this definitive field guide to the birds of the West
Indies.Includes all species recorded in the regionFeatures ninety-three color plates with concise
text on facing pages for quick reference and easy identificationSpecies accounts cover
identification, voice, status and habitat, and rangeColor distribution maps

"Winner of the 2003 Best Bird Book - West Indies, Worldtwitch""Fascinating reading. . . . [This]
finally eclipses . . . the old field guide . . . that in its various forms held sway for more than fifty
years. . . . The illustrations . . . are exceptionally beautiful. . . . Indispensable."---Stephen Mills,
Times Literary Supplement"The current consensus is that the finest field guide to the exotic
archipelagos of the Caribbean is Birds of the West Indies by Herbert Raffaele. Now that I've
visited the region a few times, I can definitely agree! . . . The abundant illustrations are crisp,
colorful, and mostly accurate while the text is succinct yet informative."---Mike Bergin, 10,000
Birds"While paging through the new West Indian field guide . . . I lost track of several hours,
completely captivated by the images before me. . . . [It includes] color plates of surpassing
accuracy and . . . the text . . . is accurate and highly readable." ― Tropical Audubon BulletinAbout
the AuthorHerbert Raffaele is Chief of the Office of International Conservation of the United
States Fish and Wildlife Service. He is the author of A Guide to the Birds of Puerto Rico and the
Virgin Islands (Princeton).
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Sharina karim, “A gift to someone. Given as a gift”

Teresa R, “Perfect! Just what I was looking for. I love this book! It tells which islands each bird is
found. Some birds have a small map next to the description. It also tells if the bird is found
widespread or only in localized areas”

M. Painter, “Puerto Rico, southern Caribbean, Bahamas. Convenient sized book, lots of birds,
plenty of broad range info, fairly easy ID. This book was a little more work to find what I was
looking for than my favorite field guide but that's to be expected. It does not provide as much
"separate x from y by" type of info as some bird books do but it worked for me. It provides
colored range maps which weren't very helpful for me since I am not that familiar with the
region. Also includes written ranges in the notes of each bird which was more helpful for me. I
missed the postures and silhouettes some books provide but we were still able to identify all of
the birds we saw for a decent length of time. If we only saw a flash of a bird I can't fault the book
because I couldn't identify it. Some images are really beautiful and some seemed a little flat to
me but overall I was perfectly happy with it. I used it in San Juan, Puerto Rico, a southern
Caribbean cruise, and Abaco, Bahamas.”

Jim Rains, “Birds of the West Indies - Useful Even Outside the Carribean. Returning to Aruba for
the second time in as many years, I looked unsuccessfully for a field guide to the birds of that
region. While technically in the Carribean, I suppose, the birds (and other wildlife) of Aruba
(indeed of all the ABC islands, Trinidad and Tobago) have much more in common with South
America than with Hispaneola. As anyone reading this review probably knows, there seems to
be no field guide to the birds of the ABC islands, and I was unable to find one for Venezuela or
Columbia (although surely I'm mistaken about these countries). I even looked at an island
bookstore - I found an interested guide to reptiles (in Dutch) - but nothing on birds in English or
Spanish (my only two options).This field guide to the birds of the West Indies is a fine field guide
on its own, even though it was only partially useful in Aruba (a point the authors make clear in
the introduction, in fact). It would be really helpful in the islands further north - Puerto Rico,
Cuba, the Bahamas are covered very well. The illustrations are well executed and the range
maps informative. I'm happy to have this in my library and look forward to using it on future trips
to the Carribean.”

Clarke F. Millette, “Relatively recent guidebook.. I purchased this guidebook and another older
one in preparation for a recent Caribbean cruise. Chose only to take this one with me to
supplement my IPad birding apps. Helped, but did not have anything really new to contribute to
my knowledge base. My level of birding? Intermediate. Happy with my purchase and the vendor.”



Ed Gaillard, “Useful field guide. A good guide to the birds of the region. Book is well-made and
small enough to easily carry in the field. The range maps are very helpful, though somewhat
hard to decipher (many islands being very small, hard to see the little specs of color; also the
color scheme for the maps seems non-standard).Illustrations variable in quality. Many are quite
good, but some of the continental species are weak,Overall a valuable book,the one you'll want
to have if you go birding in the West Indies..”

Orbman, “Helpful, but not complete. I bought this guide to aid in identification of birds while
travelling in the Lesser Antilles. It was useful, but there were a few birds that I photographed that
either are not described in this book, or the variations in the birds I saw were so similar to several
of the birds on the book that I could not make a positive indentication. Also, the textual
information about each species is somewhat sparse compared to North American field guides.It
appears that more effort was made on the birds of the northern Caribbean islands than the
southern islands, but all in all, this book is a good field guide and I am glad that I had taken it
with me.Marshall Faintich, author of "A Photographic Guide to the Birds of Wintergreen"”

bird quest, “birds of west indies hits the mark. All in all a great help for my recent trip to the US
Virgin Islands. Arranged well, paintings are great (good paintings are always better than
photogrpaphs for field guides) and the text is well organized and informative, though range maps
for more species would be helpful. A minor complaint is that my eye always seemed to miss the
text for the 1st species on each page due to the page layout. A couple species were common in
geographic areas where they were listed as rare, undoubtedly the result of range expansions in
the 7 years since the 2003 publication date (in fairness, these species were listed in the book as
expanding their range). All in all, a 95 out of 100.”

Jim the Fox, “Looks promising. I bought the Kindle version of this book to take on my iPad when I
go on a Caribbean cruise next year. It seems quite comprehensive covering 564 species all of
which are illustrated. I think it will be helpful but I may add more comments when I've used it in
anger.”

Michael Atack, “Good. We bought this for a trip to Tobago, having also bought the birds of
Trinidad and Tobago guide. Although covering the whole of the West Indies, it does contain
details of all the (normally resident) birds you are likely to see on any of the islands. Very clear
illustrations and descriptions.”

Gooner 48, “Quality. Did the job perfectly well for our recent holiday trip. Even a non ornithologist
and casual viewer of bird life such as myself was able to identify numerous species of birds
thanks to many fine illustrations alongside brief concise descriptions.”

Miss C. Lynn, “Field guide to the birds of the West Indies. Purchased for an upcoming trip to



West Indies birdwatching.”

The book by James Wiley has a rating of  5 out of 4.5. 180 people have provided feedback.
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